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Global Essay Competition 2025 
Title: Harnessing a Global Energy Network: Unlocking the Potential of a Multipolar World  

Essay: 

“You never change things by fighting the existing reality. 

To change something, build a new model that makes the existing model obsolete.”  

- Buckminster Fuller 

I. Introduction 

Throughout history, the distribution of energy has shaped geopolitics, economies, and the trajectory of 
human progress. Today, as the world transitions into a multipolar energy landscape, we stand at a 
pivotal moment—one where collaboration, rather than competition, could redefine the way power flows 
across nations. For a long time, a few industrialized nations dominated global energy production, 
shaping international geopolitics and determining which countries had access to reliable power. But 
today, with the rise of emerging economies across Asia, Africa, and Latin America, the global energy 
landscape is evolving into something far more decentralized and dynamic. This shift presents an 
opportunity to move beyond outdated, fragmented energy systems and embrace a more 
interconnected, cooperative, and sustainable approach. 

Many regions hold enormous untapped potential for renewable energy. North Africa’s deserts receive 
over 2,500 kWh/m² of solar radiation annually—enough to generate 3,000 GW of solar capacity, five 
times Europe’s current electricity demand (IRENA, 2022). South America’s mighty rivers could 
generate clean hydropower on a massive scale, while the strong winds of Southeast Asia offer yet 
another source of renewable energy (New Report Warns World of Huge Untapped Renewable Energy 
Potential, 2022). However, these resources remain largely underutilized because the infrastructure 
needed to transport and distribute this energy efficiently simply does not exist. 

A Global Energy Interconnection (GEI) could change that. This shift invites us to move beyond 
fragmented systems toward a cooperative model where each nation develops energy sources aligned 
with its natural advantages—solar in sun-rich deserts, hydropower in river-dense regions, wind in 
coastal zones—and shares surplus power through interconnected grids. 

II. The orld no longer spins around one grid 

For decades, a handful of energy-rich nations controlled the global supply, creating a power dynamic 
where others were forced to rely on imports. But this monopoly is breaking down. As more countries 
tap into their own renewable energy sources, we are moving toward a world where energy is 
generated and consumed more equitably. This transition not only reduces dependency on fossil fuels 
but also opens up new opportunities for energy cooperation across borders. 

The developing world is sitting on a treasure trove of renewable energy, yet much of it remains locked 
away due to a lack of infrastructure. North Africa, for instance, receives some of the highest levels of 
solar radiation on the planet. If the right systems were in place, the region could produce enough 
electricity to power much of Europe. Similarly, South America uses only 35% of its hydropower 
potential, despite having rivers capable of producing 600 GW of electricity—equivalent to powering all 
of Latin America twice over (Naranjo-Silva et al., 2023). Meanwhile, Southeast Asia’s coastal regions 
and highlands have some of the world’s best wind energy conditions, but limited grid capacity prevents 
full-scale development. 

Despite all this potential, infrastructure remains the biggest barrier. Many countries struggle with 
outdated grid systems that are incapable of handling large-scale renewable energy production. In 
some places, solar and wind farms generate more electricity than the grid can absorb, resulting in 
wasted power. In Southeast Asia, wind farms in Vietnam and the Philippines waste 30% of generated 
energy due to grid constraints (ASEAN Centre for Energy, 2023). The inability to store energy 
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efficiently adds another layer of complexity—solar power is abundant during the day but disappears at 
night, and wind power is unpredictable. Global battery storage capacity reached 45 GW in 2023, but 
this meets less than 1% of the storage needed to balance intermittent renewables (IEA, 2023). 
Without the means to store and distribute this energy effectively, the benefits of renewables are not 
fully realized. 

Another major issue is the lack of cross-border energy cooperation. In contrast to Europe, where 
interconnected grids allow electricity to flow between nations, many regions operate in isolation. This 
means that energy surpluses in one country cannot easily be transferred to another experiencing 
shortages. The result is a system that remains inefficient, fragmented, and unable to meet the growing 
demands of a modern world. 

A globally connected energy network has the potential to change all of this. By integrating grids across 
continents, renewable energy could be shared seamlessly, ensuring that every region has access to 
clean, reliable power. The transition will not be easy, but the benefits—greater energy security, 
economic growth, and a dramatic reduction in carbon emissions—make it a goal worth pursuing. The 
future of global energy lies not in isolation, but in collaboration, and the sooner we recognize this, the 
sooner we can begin building a more sustainable world. 

 

III. One Grid to Power Them All: The Vision of a Unified Energy Network 

Imagine a world where energy flows freely across continents, from regions abundant in solar, wind, 
and hydro resources to areas with high energy demand. This is the vision of a Global Energy 
Interconnection (GEI)—a vast, borderless power grid that enables electricity to move seamlessly 
across nations. Instead of isolated, inefficient systems, countries would be linked in a coordinated 
network, balancing supply and demand on a global scale. 

Technology is making this vision more feasible than ever. Advances in smart grids, energy storage, 
and high-voltage transmission lines allow electricity to travel longer distances with minimal loss. At the 
same time, renewable energy is becoming increasingly cost-competitive, making it an economically 
viable alternative to fossil fuels. Solar PV costs have fallen by 89% since 2010, reaching $0.04/kWh—
cheaper than coal in most regions (Lazard, 2023). By investing in a globally connected energy 
infrastructure, the world could significantly lower electricity costs, increase reliability, and reduce 
dependence on nonrenewable energy sources. 

The European Union provides a compelling case study. Through extensive grid integration and energy 
market liberalization, EU countries have built one of the most interconnected electricity networks in the 
world. In 2022, the EU’s interconnected grid traded 523 TWh of electricity across borders, preventing 
blackouts during heatwaves and saving consumers €34 billion (ENTSO-E, 2023). Nations share power 
across borders, ensuring stability even in times of high demand or supply shortages. If a similar 
system were implemented on a global scale, it could revolutionize how the world produces and 
consumes energy. 

 

IV. The Battle for Power: Politics, Money, and the Grid Wars 

Energy is more than just electricity—it is power, both in the literal and geopolitical sense. Countries 
with vast fossil fuel reserves have long used energy as a tool of influence, and they are unlikely to 
relinquish that control without resistance. Saudi Arabia and Russia derive 70% and 45% of 
government revenue, respectively, from fossil fuels—explaining their reluctance to transition (IMF, 
2023). Governments dependent on fossil fuel exports may resist a shared renewable energy network 
due to economic and political concerns. Convincing these nations to join a global grid will require 
diplomatic efforts, financial incentives, and, in some cases, political pressure. 

Building the infrastructure needed for GEI is another massive challenge. High-voltage transmission 
lines spanning continents will require unprecedented international collaboration, vast investments, and 
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the resolution of regulatory differences between nations. Financing such an endeavor will demand 
new models of public-private partnerships, green bonds, and international funding mechanisms that 
prioritize long-term sustainability over short-term profits. Building a global grid requires $50 trillion by 
2050, but green bonds have raised only $2.5 trillion cumulatively by 2023 (Climate Bonds Initiative, 
2023). 

Then there is the technological challenge. Different regions operate under different energy regulations, 
and harmonizing standards will be complex. Cybersecurity threats also pose a significant risk—a 
globally connected grid means that a single cyberattack could have widespread consequences. 
Ensuring the security of such a system will require constant innovation and cooperation between 
nations. 

 

V. Powering Tomorrow: Turning an Ambitious Dream into Action 

For GEI to become reality, international cooperation is key. Global institutions like the UN, the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), and the World Bank must take the lead in facilitating agreements 
and fostering dialogue between nations. Bilateral and multilateral partnerships will be essential in 
developing cross-border grid infrastructure, ensuring that no country is left behind. 

Investment in clean energy technologies must also accelerate. Governments, private investors, and 
research institutions need to work together to improve energy storage solutions, enhance grid 
efficiency, and reduce transmission losses. Innovations in battery technology and smart grid 
management will play a crucial role in making GEI a viable reality. 

Renewable energy projects create three times more jobs per dollar invested than fossil fuels, with 
solar alone employing 4.3 million globally in 2023 (IRENA, 2023). Governments should implement 
policies that incentivize clean energy development while addressing concerns about energy security 
and economic transition. Public awareness and support will be instrumental, as people must 
understand the benefits of a globally interconnected energy system—lower energy costs, improved 
reliability, and a more sustainable future. 

 

VI. Conclusion 

The vision of a globally interconnected energy system is not just an ambitious dream—it is a 
necessary step toward a more sustainable and equitable future. A well-integrated Global Energy 
Interconnection (GEI) would ensure that clean energy flows freely across borders, reducing reliance 
on fossil fuels, stabilizing energy prices, and increasing resilience against geopolitical disruptions. 
While the road ahead is fraught with challenges—from technological and financial barriers to political 
resistance—history has shown that transformative change is possible through collaboration and 
innovation. 

Achieving this vision requires concerted international efforts. Governments must align policies to 
facilitate cross-border energy trade, while financial institutions must drive investments in advanced grid 
infrastructure and energy storage solutions. Public-private partnerships will play a crucial role in 
scaling up renewable energy projects and ensuring their integration into a global network. Moreover, 
fostering public awareness is key to securing support for policies that promote sustainability and long-
term energy security. 

The world has reached a turning point. A well-integrated global energy grid could save the global 
economy $1.3 trillion annually by 2050 by mitigating climate disasters and enhancing energy security 
(IPCC, 2023).. We can either cling to outdated, fragmented energy systems that exacerbate inequality 
and environmental degradation, or we can take bold steps toward an interconnected future. By 
harnessing the full potential of renewable energy through a shared global grid, we can redefine 
power—not just as electricity, but as a force for progress, cooperation, and a better tomorrow. 
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